The response of Suffolk lambs to an escalating experimental infection with Dictyocaulus filaria.
Infection of Suffolk lambs with Dictyocaulus filaria larvae beginning at two months of age with one larva per day, six days per week, and doubling every four weeks to reach a final infection rate of 64 larvae per day gave rise to a pattern of larval excretion in the faeces which approximated to that seen in naturally infected Suffolk lambs in Midlothian in 1974. Several of the lambs were still infected with adult D filaria and were excreting larvae in their faeces 28 weeks after the infection began. However, when some of the lambs were challenged at this time, those which had received the previous escalating infection were resistant to the challenge infection.